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FOUR Station in the World, | 
Vour Character as a faithful 
Magiſtrate, the laudable Example 
You ſet of conftant Attendance 
upon the publick-Worthip of God, 
but above all, Vour being a hearty 
Friend to thoſe Principfes of Li- 
berty, upon which our Diſſent 
from the Eſtabliſhment is moſt 
juſtly founded, are the chief Rea- 
fors. 1 had to, make this publick 
Addreſs to You, 5 
Az The 


o — — — n — — 
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though of itſelf 'it be a ſufficient, 


DEDICATION. 


The continued Civility and Re- 
I have met with from You, 


yet is but a ſmall Inducement, in 


Compariſon with thoſe Confideca- 1 


tions, to inſcribe this Sermon to 
You. 


One is heartily pleaſed to meet 


with ſuch Diſſenters as have not 
forgot the genuine and good Prin- 


ciples upon which their Cauſe is 


founded, and who build not their 
Diſſent upon ſuch Reaſons as ſa- 
vour of Faction and Enthuſiaſm, 


the Marks of ſervile and con- 


temptible Minds, but on a due 


Regard to the ſacred Authority 


of ſeſus Chriſt, a Love to pure 


and undefiled Religion, and a 


Deſire of che free and unconſtrain- 
ed Exerciſe of it. 


This 


DEDICATION. 
This Satisfaction I have had in 
knowing You, who are farther 


highly to be honoured, in that, 


in the Purity of Religion, which 
is the true Beauty and Glory of 
it, You do behave to all others, 
however differing from You, with 
that Charity and Candor, which 

is the greateſt Ornament of them 

that proj i in 0: | 


one great Objection againſt 
the Cauſe of Liberty is, that it 
is an Enemy to the Peace and 
Order of Society, is commonly 
attended with Faction and Strife, 
and opens a Door to endleſs Con- 


tention and Diviſion among Chri- 


15 Though this 3 is an Abuſe only, 
and no natural Conſequence of 
the 


whilſt You chooſe to worſhip God 


ciples, and for their evil Conduct, 


DEDICATION. 
the Thing; and though no more 
eee eee 
this Head, than what may be 


urged even againſt Chriſtianity it 
ſelf, which 3 both of = 


been the Occaſion, but are nei- 
ther of them the Cauſe of theſe 
ble Proceedings 3 it 1 


— moſt deſirable to pre- 


vent the Maintainers of theſe 
Principles from falling into this 
Abuſe of them, which though it 
renders them not leſs juſt and 


_ reaſonable in themſelves, does yet 


make them leſs amiable in the 
Apprehenfions of Men, and hin- 
ders the Reception and Progreſs 
of them among them: Since no- 
thing is more common than for 
what is owing to the Paſſions of 
Men, to be aſcribed to their Prin- 


to 


This was the End I had prin- 


_cipally in View in compoſing this 


Sermon, and. this my great Con- 


cern for that Society to which it 
was preached, upon my Remo- | 
val from them. I had not the 
leaſt Thought of ever making it 
publick, till importun'd to it by 
them that heard it, whoſe Re- 
| queſt I have complied with, to 
fhow my Regard and Reſpect for 
them, and in hopes hereby it will 
more effectually anſwer its intend- 
ed Purpoſe. | 
r 7 | 
It has farther afforded me this 
pleaſing Opportunity of teſtifying 
my Sentiments of Gratitude and 
Reſpect to You, and aſſuring You, 
I ſhall ever, from Inclination as 
well 


. DEDICATION 
1 well as Duty, continue to pray for 
. the Happineſs and Welfare of 
= You and Your Family, I re- 
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WMNDUDauar moſt obediemt OE 


Hbumlle Servant, © | 


Ti . 
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Rotherich October 
29. 1728. C 


2 Epiſtle to ti Con INTHIANS 
xiii. chap. 1 1. verſe. 


Finally Brethren, farewel: Be P er- 
8 be of good Comfort; be of 


one Mind; live in Peace; and 
* the God of Love and Pole wy 


he with Na 2x 


Deariy Beloved, | 

HIS is the laſt time that I ſhall 

| Tpeak to you, in the Character 
of your Paſtor and Teacher. 
We are henceforth no more to meet in 
that Society, and with that Conſtancy, in 
this Place, which we were wont; but the 
| Cour ſe of our Joint and ſocial Worſhip 
is now arrived at its Period, ny come 
to a l. W 


A With 


(2) . 
With what Pleaſure and Delight I 


have performed the part incumbent upon 
me, in the Character and Relation where- 


in J have ſtood to you, I cannot eaſily 
expreſs : But ſure I am, that with Care, 
and a. good Conſcience, I have endea- 
voured to promote the Knowledge of 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus, and have 
inculcated and perſuaded -you to the 
Practice of thoſe 'Things, wherein the 
Truth and Excellency of Religion lies : 


Not concealing any Part, but declaring 


the whole of the Counſel of God, as 


becomes a Paſtor towards the People he 


is among, fo far as the time that I 
have been with you, as ſuch, would per- 
mit. | 
There is a mutual Duty and Obliga- 


tion to be obſerved by. fuch while*they 


live together, and that Relation ſubſifts. 
And let me obſerve, that there is a De- 


cency and Decorum, with which it be- 


hoves, and with which it becomes them 
to act when they part, and their Re- 
lation ceaſes. This is one of thoſe cri- 
tical Seaſons in which Standers-by are 
more curious to obſerye us, and in 
which we our ſelves ſhould be equally 
concerned, that they may obſerve no- 

| bs 7 thing 


4 7 | 
thing but what they may approve and 
applaud in us; nothing but what is 
lovely, and of good Report. - 

This was the Advice which the Apo- 
Me Paul addreſſed to the Romans, whole 
Caſe was not altogether unparallelFd to 
ours, ſpeaking to the Gentile Converts, 
who were ſtrenuous Aſſertors of their 
Chriſtian Liberty, and oppoſed thoſe 
Additions that were brought into the 
Church by the Converts from among 
the Fews: He ſays, Let not then your 
Good be evil ſpoken of, Rom. xiv. 16. 
« i. e. I allow that your Zeal for the Pu- 
« rity of Chriſtianity, and your Liberty 
from the Obſervation of thoſe burden- 
„ ſome Rites with which others corrupt 
4 it, is moſt lovely and laudable. It is a 
“Good, it is the beſt of Cauſes that you are 
« embarked in the Profeſſion and Defence 
« of. But let me exhort you to all neceſ- 
<« ſary Care of mixing Uncharitableneſs, 
« or Contention, or any other Vice with 
c the uſe of your Liberty, that your good 
« Cauſe be not traduced and blaſphemed 
by your imprudent and injudicious 
« Management of it. Let not then your 
« Good be evil ſpoken of. 


B 2 One 


CET - 
One would think it needleſs to ad- 
moniſh Chriſtian Societies, with what 
Purity, and Peace, and Prudence, it 
becomes them in all Caſes to act; and 
I would hope, that you have as little 
Need and Occaſion for that, as any other 
whatſoever. But ſo great is the Im- 
rtance of theſe Things to our Accept- 
ance with God; ſo neceſſary to preſerve 
our Good from being evil ſpoken of, 
and fo great is my Concern that you be 
found in the Practice of them, that 1 
cannot but eſteem it ſuitable and ſea- 
ſonable on this preſent Occaſion, to ad- 
dreſs and exhort you in the Words of 
the Apoſtle, wherein he takes his Leave 
of the Church of Corinth. Finally Bre- 
thren, farewel : Be nt oe be of good 
Comfort ; be of one Mind ; live in Peace, 
and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be 


with you. 
In theſe Words we haye theſe three 
Things obſervable. = 


I. The Apoſtle Paul, like a wiſe and 

good Man, and a faithful Miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and like one who 
Was to ſerve as an Example to all 
__ ., others in time to come, at his tak- 


ing 


. 


ing Leave of the Corinthians, bleſſes 
and prays for them, and wiſhes all 
manner of Peace and Happineſs 
unto them. 


II. He offers them an Exhortation 


and Advice ſuitable to the Con- 
dition and Circumſtances they 
were in. 


III. He ſtrengthens his Exhoetation 


with a moſt conſiderable Motive; 

and aſſures them, that if they be- 
have and act in the manner he ex- 
horts to, Almighty God, whom 
they ſerve and worſhip, will be 
with them, and bleſs them; that 
though they be deprived of his 
Preſence, if they follow his Advice, 
they ſhall ſecure the divine Preſence 

and Fayour among them. 


I. The Apoſtle Paul, like a wiſe and 
good Man, and a faithful Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and like one who was to 
ſerve for an Example to all others in 
time to come, at his taking Leave of 
the Corinthians, bleſſes and prays for 
them, and wiſhes all manner of Peace 

and Happineſs unto them. 


The 
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Ty | 
The lovelieſt Image we can form of 
this Life, is taken from that Society 


which we maintain with one another, 


wherein Love and Friendſhip cement 
our Hearts to perſect Union. And 
Love and Friendſhip, when they are 


founded in Virtue, make up the greateſt 


Happineſs that we ever meet with in 
the Courſe of our human Life. This 
ſerves us as an Image, though in the 
higheſt Degree, in which it is met with 
on Earth, it is but a faint and feeble 
Image of the Life which Angels and 


Saints lead, and will lead for ever in 


Heaven. Thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure are 
Rivers of Love, that flow from the right. 
Hand of the Throne of God ; they ariſe 
there as the Fountain, and have a Stream 
leading to every Heart; and in this 
conſiſts the Beauty, and Order, and the 
uniform Felicity of the World above. 
The Apoſtle Paul appears in a great 


Meaſure to have partook of this Spirit 


of Love, which is the Spirit of Happi- 
neſs, and the Spirit of Heaven, and 
to have abounded in Affection towards 
thoſe Perſons, amongſt whom he had 
planted and preached the Goſpel, an 
Affection, that ſhewed itſelf on all = 

4 e 
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ſible Occaſions, but never roſe to ſuch 
a Degree of Tendernels, as when he took 
his Leave of them, and was forced to 
tell them, They ſtould fee his Face no 
more. It is then we behold him under 
the greateſt Concern, when his Affection 
and Grief meeting together, kindle and 
create a kind of Tumult in his Heart. 
And this we are to look upon, not as 
the workings of a natural Paſſion only, 
but as the Efforts of a ſpiritual Affection 
and Concern for their infinitely better 
and more noble Part, as an Affection 
that flowed from a Principle of Virtue, 
and was built upon that relation which 
they ſtood to one another in, as Brethren 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 

The bleſſed Apoſtle, who had the In- 
tereſt of Virtue o much at Heart; and 
the Proſpect of Heaven ſo continually 
in his Eyes, cannot be ſuppoſed in his 
affectionate Concern that he ſhewed for 
them, to confine his Prayers and Wiſhes 
on their behalf, to the temporal Plea- 
ſure, and Proſperity of this Lite. We 
maſt take into our Minds that Love of 
Virtue, that Hope of Heaven, that Faith 
in Chriſt, and Concern for the Souls of 
his Chriſtian * which appear al- 
ways 


* 


(8) 
ways to have animated his Breaſt, in 
order to conceive of the Fulneſs of his 
Meaning, when for the laſt time he bids 
his Brethren farewel. This kind Ad- 
dreſs, in the cloſe of his Diſcourſe, takes 
in the wide and extenſive Proſpect of 
Life and Death, and an endleſs Here- 
after. And herein he wiſhes them a 
Concurrence of thoſe Bleſlings, as ſhould 
make them compleatly happy in them 
all; Finally Brethren, _ rewel. 
The Simplicity of this Expreſſion 
ſeems not to lead us to ſuch an extenſive 
Senſe of the Apoſtle's Addreſs to them, 
but the Emphaſis of the Original is 
ſcarce well enough preſerved, nor the 
Senſe of it ſufficiently expreſſed in the 
Tranſlation. The original Word was a 
ſolemn Form of Speech, uſed by the 
Greeks, in ſaluting, or when they parted 
with their Friends, whereby they teſti- 
fied” their Affection and Concern for 
them, and wiſhed them Proſperity, to 
be the conſtant Attendant of their fu- 
ture Life and Days. This, though in 
the uſage of the Heathen Greeks, it 
ſtood only for the Happineſs of the pre- 
ſent Life, yet cannot be underſtood in 
the Mouth of the AI, excluſive MN 
tne 


690 
the ſpiritual Bleſſings of the Goſpel, and 
the future Rewards of the heavenly 
State. Nor can we ſuppoſe; that in 
taking his ſolemn and final Leave of 
Perſons fo dearly beloved by him, he 
ſhould confine his Regards to the pre- 
ſent Life, and neglect to pray for them 
in relation to their 'eternal and moſt ya- 
luable Intereſts, which he appears always 


to have had ſo much at Heart; fo that 


the Apoſtle” 8 en ny be rus Pa- 
ſed. 


« Beloved Brethren, A Iam now edbact 
ce to finiſh my. Diſcourſe, and take my 


«< Leaye of you, I cannot conclude, (ſo 
« orcat is my Affection towards you) with- 


« out ardent Wiſhes and ſincere Prayers, 


that Happineſs ofevery kind may attend 
you: May God avert from you all thoſe 
. Aflictione which embitter Life, and 
< make it hard to be born: May Health, 


*and Peace, and happy Days: be the 
“Portion given you by the Father of 


< Mercies : May the Virtues and Graces 
of the Chriſtian Religion be the Orna- 
ment, and its Promiſes and Comforts 
< the: Joy of your Life; and when this 

K fleeting Scene of Sin and Sorrow ſhall 
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1 vit change to endleſs and etemal Glory; 
= „and may the Angels of God give you 
[ <a ſaſe Conveyance into that heavenly 
< Happineſs, which no Thought can lay 
< hold of, and er og no Art can de- 
ſcribe. 
And as Lam now in pins to take 
leave of you, which the Apoſtle does 
here in writing of the Corinthians, L 
would endeavour to do it after the 
Manner and Example, and in the Spirit 
and Temper of the e! in the Words 
of the Text. 
Finally, Brethren, farewel. I muſt now 
part with you, but be aſſured, never 
with that Love and Affection which I 
have ever borne you. Suffer me there- 
fore what J have often done in Heart 
to do in Words; to wiſh you, in the 
greateſt Plenty, all the Bleſſings of Lite. 
May God Almighty give every one of 
you 'a Mind truly virtuous and , 
and Wiſdom, to make all other Things 
give Place to Virtue and Religion: 
May your Hearts be eſtabliſhed in the 
Faith, and Hope, and Obedience of the 
Goſpel; and may the Cauſe of Truth, 
and Liberty, and Charity, and univer- 
f. "OP ever Proſper and flouriſh 


amongſt 


( xx ) 
amongſt you. Having explained the 
firſt Obſervation, I proceed to the next. 


I. That the Apoſtle, in the Words 
of the Text, offers to the Perſons, of 
whom he takes his Leave, an Exhorta= 
tion and Advice ſuitable to the Condi- 
tion and Circumſtances they were in. ; 

1. Be Perfect. This part of the Ex- 
hortation has a quite different Mean- 
ing from what it may ſeem from our 
Tranſlation, which is far from being 
accurate and exact in this Matter. For 
the right Underſtanding, of . this, we 
mult look into the State of the Church 
of Corinth, and into the meaning of the 
original Word. 

There had been falſe Teachers forung 
up amongſt the Chriſtians at Corinth, 
who had made a Sedition there, and di- 
vided them into Parties. The Faction 
was chiefly maintained by a Judaizing 
Teacher, who, with great Sharpneſs 
and Acrimony of Speech, inveighed a- 
gainſt the Perſon, and againſt the Doc- 
trine of St. Paul; gave out many hard 
_ Sayings, and raiſed many falſe Reports, 
and ſpread ſeveral injurious Calumnies 
againſt the holy * This Perſon, 
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(rn) 
preceding Chapter, cats 
4 Thorn in the Fleſh, and a Meſſenger 


of Satan ſent to buffet him, in Allufion 
to Numbers xxxiii. $55. where the 1/rae- 


St. Paul in the 


lites are threatened, that if they ſhould 
ſpare any of the Inhabitants of the 
Land, which the Lord God had com- 


manded them to deſtroy, and ſuffer 


them to remain and continue in it, 
They could prove Pricks in their Eyes, 
and Thorns in their Sides, and ſhould ver 
#hem in the Land wherein they were 10 
dwell. 

Now the 'Ax poſtle exhorts tan that 
as they had dh thus divided, - and 
HR into Parties, they would lay a- 
ſide their Contention, and return to a 
State of Peace and Union, that the 


whole Church which had ben divided, 


and as it were rent in twain, might 
again become perfectly and entirely one 


And to expreſs this, he makes uſe of a 
Word, which properly ſignifies the re- 


placing of diſlocated anddisjointed Mem- 
bers, and reftoring them to their proper 
Places and Uſes, whereby the Craſis and 


Conſtitution of the Body, from being dif- 


ordered, isreftored Wund and whole. We 
IP therefore underſtand the Apoſtle, as 
addreſſing 


(x3) 


Adrefling them . manner. Asthere 
have been _— urs bs among 
“you, ' conſider, I pray you, the fatal 
4 Confeque nces and Effects hereof: For 
« like as in the State of the Body, when 
all its Members are diflocated, and 
© disjointed, and uncapable of diſcharg- 
« ing their proper Functions, in Con- 
< ſequence whereof, the whole ' periſh- 
es and comes to ruin; ſuch is the 
State of a Church or _— when 
« Diſcord and Contention have diſunited 
« and disjointed them. And as you have 
«< been chargeable with Guilt of this kind, 
«< T-exhort you to return and pray, that 
“ you may be reſtored to a State of per- 
« fett an entire Health; to a found 
“ Crafis and Conſtitution, which as to 4 
« Society, conſiſts in its perfect and entire 
« Union, This is the firſt pare” of the 
«< Apoſtle's Exhortation. | 
And tho' there may not de om to ap- 
ply this particular Exhortation to you, nor 
to accuſe you of that Guilt with which 
the Corinthians ate charged, yet ſuffer me 
from hence, in a moſt friendly manner, 
to adviſe and exhort you, as you have 
the Proſperity of your Society at Heart, 
to * and maintain a _ of 
cace 
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Peace and Concord among you. And 
may you perſiſt and proſper in that 
Unanimity and Union, which am 
you, I would hope, has been never = 
broke. | 
2. The ſecond part of the Exho 
tion he gives them, is, Be of good — 
It is not certain whether this Exhor- 
tation relates to the Times when Chri- 
ſtianity ſuffered Perſecution, and lay 
under Diſgrace: When the Teachers of 
it were impriſoned, or driven into Cor- 
ners, and the profeſling of it was ac- 
counted a Crime worthy of Death. Or 
whether it refers to the common Trou- 
bles and Afflictions of Life. But which- 
ſoever it refers to, it ſhews the Aﬀec- 
tion of the Apoſtle for them, that he 
was mindful of their Sufferings, and 
ſympathized with them therein; and 
was concerned to comfort, and ſupport 
them, under them. And it ſhews the 
Excellency and the Efficacy of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, that whatſoever was 
their Trouble, of whatever kind, or 
however great Degree, it yielded and 
afforded true Peace and Comfort unto 
all ſuch as ſincerely embraced it. The 
| * ventures, upon the hui. 

iſti- 


( x5 


_ Chriſtianity, - to exhort all Believers to 


be of Comfort, let their Trouble and 
Affliction be whatever it will. : 


The preſent Life is but a State of 


imperfect Happineſs. Sorrow and Sut- 
tering from various Quarters, break in 
upon our Peace, and trouble the Cur- 
rent of our Tranquillity and Joy. But 
yet there is enough in the Thought 
of a God, and a divine Providence to 
afford Comſort to all who believe them; 
eſpecially if we conſider the other 
| Grounds of Comfort which are further 
ſuperadded by the Revelation of Chriſt, 
The Faith, and Hope, and Happineſs 
of the Kin gdom of Heaven, opened 
under the Goſpel, make all ſuch as are 
in it be of Peace and good Comfort, let 
what will befal Foy and thoſe out- 


ward Afflictions, which tear others to 


pieces, leave the Peace, and the Com- 
fort, and the inward Joy of _ en- 
tire and unbroke. 

There is a Courſe of Liſe, i in vc, a 


Vein of Wickedneſs lies latent and hid, 


and runs through the whole, which 


makes it impoſſible for ſuch as engage 


in it to be of any Comfort at all; ſuch 
a Train of Guilt as is carried on, and 
| conti- 
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continued from one end to the other, 


is a perpetual Source of Diffidence = 


Diſtruſt in God, and indeed hoping i in 
God, is in ſuch, mocking him. But 
let it be remembered, to the immortal 
Honour of Virtue and Religion, that 
they are a Fountain of Happineſs to 


the human Nature; and Peace, and 


Comfort, and ſolid Joy, are the ſweet 
Streams that do perpetually flow 
from it. 
This is the Privilege of all ſuch Per- 
ſons as believe in God, and believe in 
the Goſpel. Thoſe Afflictions and Evils 
of human Life, which drive others to 
Diſtraction, and to their Wits end, ſend 
them unto God, and to the Word of 


his Grace; to God, who is a God of 


all Conſolation, and to the Goſpel, 
which breathes forth Peace and Com- 
fort to every troubled and afflicted Soul. 
And ſince the Chriſtian Religion does ſo 
fully provide for the Peace and Com- 
fort of ſuch as embrace it, under all 
that Variety of Trouble with which 
their Life aboundeth, it cannot be amiſs 
to apply this part of the Apoſtle's Ex- 


hortation to you in your preſent Caſe. 
Lou may juſtly be ſuppoſed to be un- 
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der ſome Concern and Apprehenſions of 
Fear from your now being about to 
be deſtitute of a Paſtor, but let me 
exhort you to be of good Comfort; be 
not caſt down, nor diſtruſt the Care of 
divine Providence, for if you cheriſh the 
Principles of Virtue in your Hearts, 
and bring forth the correſponding Fruits 
in your Lives, God himſelf will provide 
you all thoſe outward Helps, which 
are neceſſary to prepare pn or his hea- 
venly Kingdom. 


3. The next Branch of the Apoſtle s 
Exhortation is, Be of one Mind. | 


This Exhortation of the Apoſtle 
does not refer to a Sameneſs and Unity 
of Opinion, but to a Sameneſs and 
Unity of Affection and Love. There 
appears not in the whole of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion any the leaſt Expecta- 
tion, and indeed, in Reaſon, there is 
no Poſſibility that all Men ſhould ever 
come to be of the ſame Opinion, and 
to a perfect Agreement in their Senti- 
ments of Things; but on the contrary, 
many Parts of the Scriptures are built 
upon the Suppoſition of the Impoſſi- 


bility of the Thing, and lead us to 
apprehend it a thing never to be ex- 
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pected at all. Such are all thoſe fre- 


quent Exhortations to Moderation and 


Charity, to Peace and Forbearance, for 
which there could be no poſſible Room, 
was it not ſuppoſed that there would 


be Differences of Opinion among Chri- 


ſtians. There is not the leaſt Hint dropt, 
that they ſhall ever ceaſe, but rather 
on the contrary, that Chriſtians ſhall al- 
ways continue to have Occaſion and Op- 


portunity for the Exerciſe of theſe Virtues. 


Should we ſuppoſe that God had 


formed the Minds of all Men alike, 


in Conſequence of his Intention to- pro- 
mote this ſuppoſed Sameneſs of Opi- 
nion among them, yet ſo different 
are the Paſſages through which Men 


travel into Liſe, fo various and con- 


tradictory the Methods of Education 
in which they are trained up, the Pre- 
cepts and Inſtructions they receive, and 
the Patterns and Examples that are ſet 
beſore them, that there does not ſeem 
to be any thing in Nature more impoſ- 
ſible, than that all Perſons ſhould come 
to a perſect and exact Agreement in 
their Sentiments and Opinions; but it 
is furthermore certain, that Mens Ca- 
pacities and Abilities, and the 3 
2 0 


„ 4 | 
af Reaſon, and Wiſdom, and Under- 1 


ſtanding, which they receive from God, 
areas yarious and different as their Edu- 
cation, and Precepts, and Examples, 
which they receive from Men, which 
makes the Impoſſibility of the Thing 
appear ſtill more plain and obvious. 
The wiſeſt and the beſt of Men 
have gathered many Prejudices and 
Prepoſſeſſions in their way into this 
World, which nothing but the Light 
of aiorhr World will be able to ſhew 
them their Miſtakes in ; and all wiſe 
and good Men are ſo far convinced of 
this, as to agree, that a Unity of Af 
tection is as neceſſary, as a Unity of 
Opinion is impoſſible to be procured, 
and that the former is the only Re- 
medy that can effeQtually prevent thoſe 
Evils, which would otherwiſe flow from 
a want of the latter. 
In this Light we are to conſider 
_ thoſe Exhortations interſperſed in the 
Scriptures, that Chriſtians ſhould all be 
of one Mind ; that is, that though it 
is impoſſible their Opinions, yet their 
Affections ſhould be the ſame, and every 
one love his Brother as himſelf, though 
in many Things he may think quite 
different from him. This 


(20) 
This is the beſt Senſe, and indeed 
the only Senſe in which we can be all 


of one Mind, this Unity of Affection 
is the Glory of Chriſt's Church on Earth, 


and one of the beſt Preparations for the 


celeſtial State, where alone Unity of 


Sentiment will preyail : This Exhorta- 


tion therefore the Apoſtle may be ſup- 
poſed equitably to offer to the Corm- 
thians, fince Unity of Affection might 
be reaſonably expected as the Fruit of 
an Exhortation, whereas, Unity of 
Sentiments, in any one particular, could 


be expected only from ORG and 
Argumentation. 


Suffer me therefore, my Brethren, 
to addreſs this Advice 1 Counſel of 


the Apoſtle unto you. Let the ſame 


Spirit of Charity and Chriſtian Love 
warm all your Hearts, and be 

kindly affectioned one to another; ſeck 
not after, nor aim at, nor ever inſiſt 
upon an exact Agreement of Opinion, 
in all the Members of your Chriſtian 


Society, for that it inculcates the Same- 


neſs of Affection, where there is a 


Difference of Opinion, is one of the 


greateſt Excellencies of the Chriſtian 


Religion ; and nothing has more hin- 
| dered 


6219 


dered this Unity of Affection, which 7 
the - Apoſtle exhorts to in the Text, 
than "2 fanciful, and imaginary, and 


impoſſible Scheme of bringing all Men 


to an Uniformity of Sentiment and 
Opinion. No Chriſtian Church, or So- 
ciety, was ever ſet up and cemented, 
but thouſands have been disjointed and 
broke upon this Bottom; but Love 
and Affe js the only, and that a 
likely cement, not only parti- 
cular Societies, which is 14 to be 
wiſhed for, but the whole Body of 
Chriſtians, "which is above all Things 
to be deſired. Above all Things, Bre- 
thren, put on Charity, which is the Bond 
of pa 

The next and laſt Branch of 
the * Apoſtle s Exhortation is, Live in 
Peace: 

The former relates to the inward 
Affection of the Hart, this to the 
outward Actions and Conduct of the 
Life And herein he exhorts them to 
ſuch a Conduct and Behaviour, as will 
let all Men fee, that a Principle of 
Love has the Aſcendant in their Hearts. 
Peace is a great Part of Religion. We 
are to live in Peace with all Chriſti- 


* 


LAS... - N = 
— — — 


. 
2 


1, a= 
o „ 
24 
'F. : 
4 * 
17 
1 
1 : 
y "= W 
4 4 - 
9 
[| * 8 5 
f 14 - 
(3 10 " 
; 1 | 
IE FF 
| 4 
p 1 0 ys 
= 3 
. 1 
. : 
* 5 „ 
iT 4 \ 
* 
1 
1 
13 
ie a 
©} 
18 2 
7. 
— 7 * 
1 
» 
| 
oO 
I 


Po 
Ry ˙ 


— - 


— 


— — — TY 224 * 
725 — —— 

. * —— — 2 —— en 8832 
PF =% "2 s n I > be; 


— 


5  — 


* = q WR 
— 


8 wo” 
—y 


— 22 * ä 
> _— R b 
< — 
— - 3 22 
2 oo — 33 — _—_ — — * 5 
— — 
— — ——— ˖— Cot hg ES IP r 
—. — 2 — ——_— — _ Y - - — 7 
— . — — —— —— —ê—E— — — w—_—_—— -- — — — Pp — 
" os - oY. > . * 1 8 7 * 3 1 
TAE 2 7 7 9 as 7 2 . 2 
% x 


2 
—— 
— 


— 2. R 
» — OO —_ — —ͤ — — 
—— ing —— çp’—— 44 ———xͤꝛĩ oa HS er mores 
* CET. 7 „ r "EF 
* 


—— — 


—— 


— — 


8 — ng 2 2 - 
— — r ule — - > - 
c In oor nmr ron e OO PI — 22 A 
2 — — — —-— on hay 1 —_ = — — — 
„ + mp. — — _—_— ns w — 2 * 
at 2 —— — K vw 2 = ns op wp i 
a _— £ * r = * P.- T7 


v = 
* 
3 


— > 
ww 3 
_— a4 hy 
gin > _ 


2 — 
Cn 


, : ol 
—_—_— di. Ai 
—— — 


* LEY 
2 + 


TW 

ans, with all of different Denominati- 
ons, and even with thoſe who are no 
Chriſtians, and ſuch as are out of the 
Intereſts of Religion in general. It 
were to be wiſhed, that all Parties of 
Chriſtians would ceaſe to look on them- 
ſelves as Parties, and conſider them- 
ſelves as engaged in common in the 
Cauſe of God and Virtue, and the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, not in Oppoſition 
to one another, but to the ungodly and 
unbelieving World ; for all the. other 
Marks of Diſtinction are only ſo many 
Marks of the Corruption of Chriſtians, 
and could this Spirit of Loye and Peace 
once prevail, how perfectly ſhould we 
all be knit together in one, how ami- 
able would this Spirit of Union make 
the Face of Religion look in the World, 
which now looks ſo deformed, through 
the Oppoſition and Contention of ſuch 
as profeſs it ? 

But tho' through the Paſſions and 
Prejudices of Men this is too great a 
Happineſs to be expected by us, yet 
ſurely one may with Probability expect 
it of thoſe, who are not only of the 
ſame Religion, and of the ſame De- 
Ea but Members of the ſame 


0 7 worſhiping 
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(23) 
worſhiping Society too; eſpecially con- 
ſidering that the Intereſt of Religion, 
the Honour and Reputation of your 
good Cauſe, and the Proſperity of 

your Society, engage you to this, and 
are all in part embarked on this parti- 
cular Bottom. 

Let me therefore exhort you to ſuch 
an outward Deportment and Behayi- 
our, as is correſpondent to Love and 
Affection in the Heart, ſuch as will 
ſhew you to be of a Chriſtian Tem- 
per and Spirit, and be an Ornament 
and a Glory to the Chriſtian Name. 


Live in Peace. . 


Such is the Exhortation the holy 
Apoſtle gave the Corinthians, whoſe 
Church had been divided and torn to 
pieces by Contention and Strife. He 
adviſes them, That as they had re- 
* ſembled a Body, whoſe Members are 
« disjointed, and rendered unfit to 
« perform the Offices neceſſary to its 


« Life, ſo they would now reſemble 


it in its reſtored State, wherein each 
is returned to its proper Place, and 
Function, and Uſe, and enabled to 
“ contribute to the Health of the 
«< whok. 


„That 
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That they would take to them- 

« ſelves that Support and Comfort 

« which their Religion affords them, 

“ under every Affliction and Trouble ot 
&« Piet 

That they would put on mutual 

« and univerſal Charity, and as to 

Love and Affection, however here- 


<« tofore they might have been alie- 


4“ nated from one another, that they 
« would now be of one Heart and of 
« one Mind. 

« And that they wal bring forth 
« the genuine Fruit of this Principle 
« within, in a peaceable, quiet and in- 
« offenſive Behaviour towards all Men, 
« giving no Uneaſineſs, and creating 
4 no Diſturbance in the Church of God.” 
And this leads me to the next Obſer- 
vation. 


III. The Apoſtle in the next Place 


ſtrengthens his Exhortation with a moſt 


conſiderable Motive, and aſſures them, 
if they behave in the manner he ex- 
horts to, Almighty God, whom they 
ſerve and worſhip, will be with them, 


and bleſs them; and though they be 


deprived of his Preſence, yet, if they 
follow 


. 
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follow his Advice, they will ſecure the di- 
vine Preſence and Favour among them. 

This the Apoſtle promiſes them as 
the greateſt Bleſſing he could well 
think of, g. d. Live and act after the 
manner I haye exhorted you ; and to 
ſecure the Succeſs of my Exhortation, 
I would mention a Motive that can 
hardly fail to produce it in all ſerious 
Minds, that is, oe the God of Love 
and Peace ſhall be with you. E 

The Motive is two-fold, 

1. He aſſures them, That God is a 
God. of Love and Peace, i. e. he is the 
Author and Promoter of theſe Princi- 
ples, and the Friend and Protector of 
thole Perſons, who reduce them to 
Practice. He is the Author of a Reli- 
gion which we are to practiſe now, and 
of a Happineſs which we are to enjoy 
hereaſter, of which Love and Peace are 
eſſential and principal Branches; and 
conſequently you may be aſſured, this 
Exhortation is ſuch as God authoriſes, 
and as you ought to obey. 

2. He aſſures them, That God will 
be pleaſed with, and preſent among 
ſuch where he obſerves Love and Peace 


to prevail. | 
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This is the Glory, and ought to be 
the Ambition of all Chriſtian Churches, 
to have the Preſence of the God of Love 
and Peace among them. What other 
end is our religious Worſhip and meet- 
ing together for, but to ſeek after Hea- 
ven and eternal Life, and frequently to 
meet with Almighty God, that we may 
obtain from him all thoſe neceſſary 
Helps, without which, our ſeeking would 


be unſucceſsful and vain? This in the 


Nature of the Thing, ſuppoſes the Ob- 


je to be preſent with us, and our Minds 


intent and fixed upon it; and thus God 


is undoubtedly preſent with every ſin- 
cere Worſhiper. Moreover, wherever 


the Subſtance and Circumſtances of the 


Worſhip are worthy of God, and agre- 


able to his Will, he, no doubt, is pre- 
ſent among them, with a particular At- 
tention, and a peculiar Regard; and 
&nally, where the Temper of Mind and 
Ditpoſition of Spirit in the Worſhipers 

is purely virtuous and agreable to the 
Nature of God and Religion, there is 


God preſent, not only with a Pleaſure 
in the Worſhip, but with Affection to 


the Perſons that offer it ; with an Ear 
open to their Prayers, and with a full 
2 Intention 


(27) 
Intention to pour out upon them the 
Fulneſs of all Bleſſings, both of Soul and 
of Body. The Eye of the Lord is upon 
them that fear him, with a Pleaſure, 
like that with which our Eye fixes and 
dwells upon what in our Hearts we love 
and admire. The Eye of the Lord, 
which is over all the Earth, ſettles as it 
were with Pleaſure upon ſuch ſincere 
Worſhipers, wherever he obſerves them, 

tho” but tua or three are gathered together. 
And theſe are the Pertons he will de- 
light to bleſs; theſe the Societies where 
he will delight to dwell. 

Thus I have led you thro? the Words 
of the Text, where you ſee the manner in 
which the holy Apoſtle cloſes his Ad- 
dreſs to, and takes his Leave of the Co- 
rinthians ; the Exhortation he offers 
them, and the Motives with which he 
endeavours to ſecure the Succeſs of it. 

I ſhall now proceed to make ſome 
Obſervations on what has been ſaid. 

1. We may obſerve, that the Apoſtle's 
taking his Leave of the Corinthians, was 
not owing to, or attended with any Diſ- 
affection or Indifferency towards them, 
but was conſiſtent with the higheſt Love, 
and they yet continued to have his beſt 

E 2 Wiſhes. 
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Wiſhes. His Love to them was ſuch, 
that Abſence and Diſtance, no not abu- 
five Reproaches,. were able to wear out. 
He had finiſhed his perſonal Miniſtry 
among them, ſome time before the 
writing of this Epiſtle, and in the mean 
while he had met with very injurious 
Treatment from ſome that were among 
them; and notwithſtanding that he could 
not but take Notice of their undeſerved 
Uſage of him, yet when he bids them 
Adieu, it is not in Anger, or Hatred, or 
IIl-will, but rather with peculiar Aﬀec- 
tion and Concern for them; and their 
unchriſtian Behaviour, inſtead of excit- 
ing his Reſentment, ſerves rather to en- 
liven his Reſpect for them, and produces 
in him the moſt hearty Deſires, that 
Peace and Happineſs, and the Bleſſing 
and Preſence of God may be among 
them. i 

2. We may obſerve, that Chriſtians 
ſhould not be againſt hearkening to the 
Exhortations and Advice of their Pa- 
ſtors and Teachers, tho' it be on ſuch 
ungrateful and unwelcome Occaſions as 
their parting with, and taking Leave of 
them: I mean in things of Truth and 
Duty, which relate to the Office _— 

an 
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and not in any Things foreign to their 
Character; and I hope this Chriſtian 
and ſerious Exhortation to Peace and 
Charity, to Love and Union, ſhall not 
be the worſe received, or the lightlier 
eſteemed, or the leſs regarded, for its 
i from one that is about to leaye 
you. Conſider it is part of our Religion; 
and tho' it comes from one that leaves 
you, it is from one that loves you, pro- 
ceeds from a Spirit of Meekneſs and 
Charity, and your following it, is the beſt 
Method you can take to ſecure the Pre- 
ſence of God among you. 
3. We may obſerve, that Chriſtians 
ſhould value the Preſence and Bleſſing 
of God among, them, above the Preſence 
of any Man whatſoever. The Fayour 
and Bleſſing of Almighty God goes a 
great Way towards forming the Mind, 
and turning the Diſpoſitions of it more 
effectually to Virtue and Religion. The 
Preſence hy Favour of Almighty God 
is the beſt Security to us, that in a World 
of Errors and Miſtakes about Virtue and 
Religion, we ſhall ſurely know wherein 
the Truth and Reality of them lies: 
And if God be among us, we are more 
likely to uſe the inſtrumental Part of 
Religion 


r 
Religion to the beſt Purpoſes, and to 
have all the ſacred Inſtitutions of the 
Goſpel made uſeful, and profitable, and 
edifying to our Souls. But no Man 
whatever can ſecure us of theſe Bleſ- 
ſings. | 
4. We may obſerve, that the God < 
Love and Peace is not likely to be pre- 
ſent, nor to be pleaſed with ſuch Per- 
| ſons and Societies who live in Hatred 
and Enmity, and are at War among 
themſelves. The Blefling of God is not 
an idle Fancy, nor the Preſence of the 
Almighty an empty Dream. There is 
the utmoſt Reaſon to think, that God 
is in a peculiar manner with his Grace 
and Favour preſent to religious Perſons 
and Societies; and that the more re- 
markably, as he ſees Goodneſs and Vir- 
tue in their Purity and Power rooted 
and growing, and prevailing among 
them; but Perſons and Societies, where 
Religion and Virtue have ſcarce any 
footing, can hardly expect to be bleſſed 
with the Preſence of a holy God, nor 
diſorderly and contentious ones hope for 
the Preſence of the God of LW and 
Peace. 


God 


1 


Cod knows, my Friends, that I make 
not this Obleryation at all, to reflect on 
or accuſe any of you; nor is it in the 
leaſt deſigned for any other end, but in 
order to perſuade you, who 1 would fain 
hope are already reſolved to be W 
knit together in one. 

I would be far from repreſenting any 
part of Religion, as if it was the. whole, 
or crying up one Point with ſuch a diſ- 
proportioned Zeal, as tends to depreſs 
and depreciate the reſt ; but yet let me 
obſerve, that there is not a more capital 
and effential Branch of Religion, than 
Love and Peace. If you therefore hope, 
and I know you &o hope for the Pre- 
ſence and Bleſſing of Almighty God 
among you, let me exhort you, in re- 
lation to your ſelves, Be ye — be 

of good Comfort, be of one Mind, live in 
Peace, and the God of Love and Peace 
ſhall be with you. And as to my ſelf, I 
exhort you to part with me with the 
ſame Spirit of Love and Friendſhip, 
tho I would not wiſh with the fame 

Degree of Concern and Grief, with 
which, Brethren, I bid you finally fare- 
wel. For in that little Experience I 
have had of Lite, there is s nothing yet 
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I have taſted ſo bitter in it, as this my 
parting with you, in all its Circumſtan- 
ces; and ſhould this be followed with a 
Breach of Affection, and a Diffolution 
of that Charity which is the Bond of 
Perfettneſs, this would be more bitter 
than even our parting itſelf. 

But I hope God has already led you 
into a better Senſe of Religion, than 
will ſuffer you to exclude Love and 
Chazity out of it ; and that as you arc 
obliged by your Religion to love them 
that hate you, you will be far from 
hating and deſpitefully uſing one, who 
profeſſes to love you in Sincerity and 
Truth. There is fuch an open Incon- 
ſiſtency between your ſo doing, and 
any Pretences to Religion, that your 
Underſtanding will lead you eaſily to 
obſerve, and the Grace of God within 
you, to abhor and ayoid it. k 

But finally, and to conclude, I ſhall 
cloſe all with a brief Summary of the 
foregoing Diſcourſe. 

My dearly beloved Friends and Bre- 
thren, the Time is come, that you 
and I muſt no longer live as we have 
heretofore, but now are to take our 
final Leave of one another. Be aſ- 
ſured, 
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ſured, that out of no Diſlike, or Ha- 
tred, or Ill-will, am I induced to leave 
you; and to convince you of this, I 
heartily wiſh and pray in your Behalf, 
that Peace, and Joy, and the divine 
Bleſſing, may be the Portion of your 
Life, and the Pleaſure of your Days; 
ſince ſo ſincere and true is my Af- 
tection for you, be not backward to 
admit a kind Word of Exhortation 
ſuitable to the Circumſtances of your 
preſent State. Out of a ſincere Regard 
to the Welfare and Proſperity of your 
Perſons and Society, I exhort you to 
be perfectly knit together in one, take 
friendly Counſel among your ſelves, 
and act with a Unanimity, as tho' it 
were of one Man. Be not caſt dow 
tho' you are at preſent bereft of one, 
but be of Courage and Comfort, for 
God will provide you another Paſtor, if 
you live and act thus, and ſeek unto 
him; and what is more, he will him- 
ſelf be with you. And that you may 
the more effeCtually ſecure this Bleſſing 
to your ſelves, be of one Heart and of 
one Mind, and let all Men know that you 
are Chriſt's Diſciples by your loving 
one another. And not only let Love 
preyail 
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prevail in your Hearts and Minds, but 


let Peace rule in your outward Behavi- . 
our to one another; and then God, 


who ſo highly eſteems, and ſets ſo great 


a Value upon Love and Tees; will in- 
deed be with you. 


And may we all be found to walk 


the fame way of Righteouſneſs 


Life, tending to the ſame bleſſed and 
happy End, that when a few Days and 


Years are gone and paſt, we, who now 
part in Grief, may meet with Joy i 
the Houſe of our heavenly Father, 
where we ſhall have none of theſe pain- 
fnl mg any more. 


FINIS. 


